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FOREWORD 53*4*0 

I HE two and a half years of Saclnvottai&tf'^Dr. Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar’s 
Dewanship of Travancore having witnessed not merely a series of reforms and progressive 
measures, which themselves stand out from the achievements of predecessors in their intensity, 
pace and extent, but what was original and timely, a radical re-orientation of outlook and 
policy in keeping with the requirements of an ultra-modern progressive administration, the 
imagination of the people was stirred to such a degree that Sir Ramaswami Aiyar’s Shashti- 
abdapoorthi or completion of the Sixtieth year—the most holy and auspicious event in a 
Hindu’s life—gave the signal for a bout of friendly rivalry among all communities to express 
their appreciation and gratefulness for the great services that were being rendered to the State 
by the trusted Minister of His Highness. The Syrian Catholic community which yields to 
none in its traditional ioyalty to the Crown, its adherence to the constitution, its material 
stake in the country and its contribution to its prosperity, headed by the Archbishops, Bishops 
and Clergy, resolved to tender their warm felicitations to Sir Ramaswami Aiyar in a manner 
worthy of the man, the occasion and themselves. The At Home given for the purpose by 
His Grace the Most Rev. Dr. Mar Ivanios, O. I, C., M. A., Archbishop of Trivandrum, at the 
Archbishop’s House, Trivandrum, on 16th Nov. 1939 was attended by the Prelates, clergy 
and leading members of the community, high officials of the Government, Members of the 
Legislature and the elite of the whole State, and the function turned out to be one of the 
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THE ROYAL HOUSE 
OF 

TRAVANCORE 

I HE ancestry of His Highness the Maharaja of Travancore may be traced back 
to VAIVASWATA MANU, the great Hindu Law-giver. Travancore is the old and 
independent Cher* kingdom which is referred to in the Edicts of Asoka of the third 
century B. C. 

Since the eighteenth century the Royal House has been in friendly alliance with 
Great Britain, and the happy relations then established have continued to this day. 
The motto of the Royal House is * Dharmosmat Kula Daivatam’ (Charily is our 
Urv -iu ! a Divinity); and a long line of illustrious rulers has translated it into beneficent 
iuiiOii. The Royal House has produced great warriors like Marthanda Varmn, scholars 
like Visakham Thirunal and poets like Swathi Thirunal. 

Travancore with its network of lakes and canals whose banks are fringed with 
cocoanut and other tropical palms, and mountains rich with fauna and flora, has often 
been praised as the 'Paradise of India’ and is amongst the beauty spots of the world. 
It contains some of the most holy places of pilgrimage for the Hindus, such as Kaladi, 
the birth place of Sri Sankaracharya the great Hindu Philosopher, add Cape Comorin 
with its temple dedicated to the Virgin Goddess. 
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///S HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJA 
OF TRAVANCORE 

HlS Highness Sir Bala Rama Vatina, G. C, I. li., Maharaja of Travancore was 
born on 7th November 15*12- His Highness ascended the Musnad on 1st September 1924 
and was invested with full ruling powers on 6th November 1931. His Highness is one of the 
youngest Ruling Princes in India. 

His Highness is an enlightened ruler with a refreshingly modern outlook on life. 
An orthodox Hindu, His Highness, in keeping with the tradition of his House, is singularly 
sympathetic towards all religions. His Highness’s extensive travels in Europe and the East 
Indies in the company of his cultured Royal Mother broadened his vision and he returned to 
the State resolved to line up Travancore with the most advanced countries in the world. His 
Highness immediately embarked on a series of reforms which have contributed in a great 
measure to the progress of the State and to the happiness of the people- 

Foremost, among the reforms is the historic "Temple Entry Proclamation" 
which threw' the temples of the State open for worship to the lower classes of Hindus. Not 
since the spacious days of the great Asoka has India witnessed so momentous a measure of 
religious and social reform. Next His Highness founded the University of Travancore which 




>mc jcjk xLxr.je.xyr. ye. xyr.yrxx.yr.yc * m jf.yr.yfx^x.yr.yrS 



is unique in India in that it has the double objective of reviving ancient Indian culture . 
fostering industrial and technological education- Amongst the other important reforms are 
the establishment of a bicameral legislature, the co-ordination of the different systems of 
transport, the rapid and extensive electrification of the country and the opening of the Trunk 
Telephone service- His Highness is the Chancellor of the University of Travancore and holds 
the degree of Doctor of literature (Eonarin Caum) conferred on him by the Andhra 
University- His Highness is a keen, sportsman, a pleasant conversationalist, a lover of the fine 
arts and an altogether charming personality- 
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HER HIGHNESS THE MAHARANi X 

X 

Her Highness Selu Parvati Bai, the Queen Mother, who combines in herself x 

the demure charm of the women of the East and the intellectual alertness of the women of X 

the West, is a source of helpful inspiration to the young Maharaja- Having inherited a ^ 

taste for fine arts, especially for music. Her Highness cultivated that taste and is now an X 

accomplished musician and a well-known connoisseur of the Eastern as well as Western X 

systems She is keenly interested in. the renaissance of the ancient ar;s and crafts of Kerala. ^ 

She has extensively travelled both in Europe and Asia, and has acquired an extremely X 

wide outlook in human affairs. Her Highn-ss was the first member of the Travancore w 

Royal House and the pioneer woman from the Ruling Houses of Southern India to cross X 

the 'KalapanP (ocean). Her Highness h is tak en great and abiding interest in the uplift of X 

women of India and his bee i a tower of strength to the movement. She was elected § 

to preside over the sessions of the All-India Women's Conference held at Calcutta and at X 

Trivandrum. Travancore women have always found in Her Highness a steady supporter H 

:u any cause connected with their advancement. Her Highness also holds the degree of y 

D.Litt- (Honoris Causa) of the Andhra University and is the Pro-Chancellor of the Travancore X 

University. The success of His Highness the Maharaja as a Ruler is due not a little to the 8 

benefieient influence of, and training given by, his cultured mother "to whom", as so gracefully \ X 

acknowledged by His Highness the Maharaja, “I owe more than I can ever express in X 
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words,” • lit the matter of the great. Temple Entry Proclamation His Highness was actively 
encouraged and inspired by Her Highness the MaharanL As observed by Sir C. P. 
Ramaswami Aiyar at the opening of the Malta rani Memorial Home “rarely in the annals 
of Indian royalty had been a person more dynamic, more versatile or more full of love 
for humanity than the Maharani.” 
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7//£ SYRIAN CHRISTIANS 

St. Thomas, one of the twelve Apostles of Chrisc, landed in Malabar on the 
Southwest coast of India about the middle of the 1st century, and converted many high caste 
Hindus—Namboodiri Brahmins and others—into the Christian faith- In the 4th century 
a colony of people under the leadership of Thomas of Kana came from Syria and settled down 
on the Malabar coast thus re.inforcing the indigenous church; and they were again joined in 
the 9th century by another group of immigrants. These Christians grew by natural processes 
and by conversions and now number 1,200,000. They use the Syriac language for liturgical 
purposes. Mostly living in the States of Travancore, Cochin and British Malabar, they are 
divided into three main denominations. The Catholics alone number about 700,000. The 
others are Jacobites and Marthomitcs. The Jacobites are divided into two sections: ;i) the 
followers of the Jacobite Patriarch of Antioch, and (ii) the followers of the Catholicos. These 
two sections of the Jacobites together number about 350,000. The Marthomites numbering 
about 1 50,000 are followers of the Marthomite Metropolitan. 

The rulers of the land have from ancient times treated the Syrian Christians with 
great consideration, and charters engraved on copper plates have been granted to them con. 
ferring seventy-two privileges which in those days were enjoyed only by the highest classes of 
society. They include the use of palanquins sedan chairs), the wearing of gold ornaments 


X X 




: ar-smecsK'*: yrxuyg. ycxcxrscxr: 


aad apparel, the use of silk umbrellas, the right of collecting certain taxes and the greatly 
honoured title of Mahapillai. These Christians were known in those days as Nazaranis 
(followers of the Man of Nazareth). 

The Syrian Christians are one of the most progressive communities in South 
India and by their labours, wealth and intelligence have greatly contributed to the advance, 
meat and prosperity of the country. They are mostly landed gentry; and the rulers of the 
country have shown their confidence in them by entrusting them with high and res¬ 
ponsible posts. 
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TH£ Gt/£Sr OF HONOUR 

“After lunch we had Ramaswami Aiyer, who is one 
of the cleverest men 1 have ever mot in my life. 

He would do brilliantly at the English Bar. 

He was very extreme, hut- very, very, very able. 

He tied us completely into knots.” 

From “An Indian Diary,” 


By Edwin S. Montagu, 

(Secretary of .Stale for Mia. I9J7-1922.) 

Born on 12th November 1879, Sachivottaina Dr. Sir C. P. Ramaswamy Aiyar 
has had a brilliant career throughout, as student, lawyer, politician and administrator. He 
now holds a pre-eminent position among the statesmen and scholars of India. He has held 
with conspicuous ability many a responsible post in the British Empire. He was Advocate- 
General and later Member of the Government of Madras and also of the Executive Council of 
the Governor-General of India. Twice he had the honour of representing India in the 
League of Nations and was the Rapporteur to the Leagsie of Nations Committee on Public 
Health. He was one of the prominent delegates to the Round Table Conference on India 
held in London, was a member of the Federal Structure Committee and of the Joint Select 
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Committee of Parliament, and was Delegate to the World Economic Conference. He has 
been Segal and constitutional advisor to several Ruling Princes in India and was the 
Chairman of the Committee appointed by the Princes to consider the White Paper on Indian 
Constitution. 

Besides being a great statesman «t an t'vvarny Afyar is a deep scholar and a 
celebrated jurist and lawyer. He is c*t.ac"d«p- <’y proficient in European and Indian 
literature, and is one of the most eloquent public speakers in India. 

At present he is Dcwan 'Chief Minister) to the Maharaja of Travaocore, one of 
the most advanced States in India 

The famous Temple Entry Proclamation which removed the age-long disabilities 
of large classes of Hindus in the matter of worshipping in the temples of the State, lias 
made the Maharaja the pioneer in the field of social and religious reform among the Hindus. 

It was Sir Ramaswamy Aiyar, himself a Brahmin, who advised the Maharaja to promulgate 
this historic proclamation, which may be claimed as the Magna Charta of Hinduism. He has 
also been primarily responsible for the creation of the University of Travancore with its new 
ideals for the rapid industrialisation of the country. Many other far-reaching reforms cal¬ 
culated to promote the economic welfare of the people are associated with his administration. 
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At the time of his appointment as Dewan he observed, " one of my ambitions is 
to carry out the ideals of His Highness, namely, the relieving of agricultural depression and 
the rapid industrialisation of the State on right lines, bearing in mind the fact that Travancore 
rejoices in the possession of unlimited resources which will enable her to start manufactures 
like those connected with paper, rubber, sugar and artificial silk.’’ The nationalisation of the 
transport service, the Hydro-Electric Scheme, the starting of the Ceramic Factory, the establish¬ 
ment of the Credit Bank are some of the steps taken by Sir Ramaswami Aiyar for realising 
this ambition. 

He attained his Shashtiabdapootthi in November 1939. According to rhe wise 
men of the East the span of man’s life is one hundred and twenty years and the Shashtiabda- 
poortfc? (which means the completion of sixty years of age) marks the middle of the 
period. This event is an important milestone in life’s pilgrimage and it is celebrated with 
solemn religious and social festivities in India and the friends and well-wishers of the person 
completing sixty years of age generally felicitate him in various ways. 

In appreciation of the greatness of the Sachivottama’s personality and of the 
numerous reforms introduced by him in the State, the subjects of His Highness the Maharaja, 
without distinction of caste or creed, celebrated the happy event with great eclat from one 
end of the State to the other. Sir Ramaswamy Aiyar was the recipient of over seven thousand 
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messages of congratulations from eminent persons of various parrs of. the British kspee and 
Indian. States. 

Full of ambition and hope Sir Ramaswatuy Aivar is still a personification of 
.eternal youth. His drive, energy and practical enthusiasm, coupled with the high and noble 
ideals of the youthful Maharaja, have whirled Travancore into the throes of a great renaissance 
out of which she is to arise as the torch-bearer to the rest of India. 
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77 /£ CELEBRATIONS 

1 HURSL'AY the 16th of November 1939 was a busy day for His Grace the 
Archbishop of Trivandrum, His Grace was sparing no pains to make the 'At Home’ 
a great success. 

His Grace Dr. Augustine Kandathil, Archbishop of Srnakulam and His Lordship 
Dr- jaraes Kalacherry, Bishop of Cbanganacherry, at great sacrifice of licaith and convenience 
stayed with Mar Ivanios for over a week before the function to help him with their sugges¬ 
tions and counsels. Their continued presence till the very end was a source of inspiration to 
all. His Lordship Dr. Alexander Chulaparambil, Bishop of Kottayam, paid constant visits 
and heartily co-operated to make the function a successs. 

The ' At Home ’ was held in a spacious four-decked pandal (pavilionj specially 
erected tot the occasion on the crest of the hill within the premises of the Archbishop’s House. 
Artistically designed in the shape of a pagoda (temple) the flag of the Royal House of 
Travancore—the fioreated conch flanked by elephants—waved triumphantly in the air from the 
top of the gopuram (dome). Pictures of His Majesty the King Emperor, Elis Highness Sri 
Bala Rama Varma, the Maharaja of Travancore, Her Highness Setu. Parvati Bai, the Queen 
Mother, His Highness Prince Marthanda Varrna and Her Highness Princess Lakshrci Bai, 
the First Princess, adorned the great hall at various points. The pillars and sides were 
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decorated with feras and bunting, and floras chandeliers hung from tne great dome The 
picture of Kis Holiness the Pope stood in a conspicuous position and a large picture of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ planted on the top of the big arch at the entrance stood in the attitude of 
dispensing grace and benediction ail around. 

The terraces of the hill were transformed over night into a senes of hanging 
gardens. Crotons and flowers blossomed where a few hours before, theic or « b ! d and 
sterile slopes- The road from Patton?, the terminus of the town, to the Panoal. a distance of 
about four furlongs, was lavishly decorated with tropical palms in tfcei r.c f y<ck of green 
and 'yellow nuts, plantain trees with bunches of ripening fruits, and ferns of different and 
beautiful varieties. Banners and flags streamed in the air. Big-sized arches welcoming and 
wishing long life to the Guest of Honour interspersed at short intervals the pathway strewn 
with white sands and fresh flowers- The whole route was resplendent with large gold and 
silver fringed ceremonial, silk umbrellas of various colours, the use of which is one of the 
traditional privileges conferred on Syrian Christians by the Maharajas of the State in early 
times. The rains which had been pouring continuously for the past week ceased in the 
afternoon ; and thus Nature too came to the help of man to make the function a success- 

At about 4—30 P. M. a party consisting of representatives of the clergy and laity 
of the Syrian Catholics of Travancore started from the Archbishop’s House for Bhaktivilas 
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The presence of His Lordship Mar Severios, the Administrator Apostolic of Tiruvalla, is indeed 
very gratifying. I am particularly glad to mention the presence here of Mar Thoma Dios- 
coros who has only just returned to the Catholic Fold. It was very kind on the part of His 
Lordship the Bishop of Trivandrum to have accepted my invitation and to have graced this 
occasion with his presence. I must also make special mention of the presence here of the 
Very Rev. Fr. Prior General of the Syrian Carmelite Congregation of Malabar, who has come 
here all the way from Ernakulam to participate in this function. It is also gratifying that the 
Rt. Rev. Mgr. Linos of the Diocese of Cochin is also present here. His Grace the Archbishop 
of Verapoly, His Lordship the Bishop of Vijayapuram and His Lordship the Bishop of Quilon, 
although very desirous of staying here for this function, could not do so on account of 
unavoidable circumstances. It is nothing but the loyalty ol all of us to His Gracious 
Highness the Maharaja, and our deep esteem for you. Sir, His Highness’s trusted and 
illustrious Dewan, that has drawn us all together for the first time in the history of out- 
community for this function. It is particularly gratifying for the Syrian Catholic Community 
of Travancore that we are able to hold this function at an Archi-episcopal residence in the 
Metropolis of the State. 

It is my duty on this occasion, first, to express our feelings of deep loyalty and 
sincere devotion to His Gracious Highness the Maharaja. To a Catholic, loyalty is a religious 
duty. " Fear God and honour the King ” is the rule of life laid down by St- Paul for the 
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conduct of Christians. We daily send up prayers to the Throne of the Almighty for our 
rulers, beseeching Him to guide, guard and protect them. We, the Syrian Catholics of 
Travancore, have an unbroken tradition of twenty centuries of unswerving loyalty and devoted 
service. The copper plate charters conferring various privileges upon this ancient community 
in the early centuries of Christian history bear eloquent testimony to the trust and confidence, 
which, even from those early days, were reposed in us. History can point out numerous 
instances of loyal service on the part of the community and of favours free and abundant, 

„ranted by the gracious Rulers of this country It is no less a person than that prince of 
Tcholars, and scholar among princes. His Highness Sri Visakham Thirunal of happy memory, 
who said the following words of appreciation and encouragement of our community: Yours 

is an ancient community with a glorious historic literature, and it is a model of contentment, 
peace and loyalty. Even if Sri Parasurama were to revisit this ancient land he would not find 
a community of greater loyalty and moral uprightness”. These, significant words arc an ideal 
for us to strive after and a mirror reflecting our past. It is my duty to acknowledge on this 
occasion, gratefully and unreservedly, the tolerant and sympathetic treatment which the 
Christian Church has been receiving at the hands of the gracious sovereigns of this State- It 

is this sympathy and encouragement that has enabled us to contribute our humble share of 

work for the moral and material advancement of the State. It was the benign solicitude or 
His Highness the Maharaja and of Her Highness the Queen Mother for the Catholic subjects 
of His Highness, that prompted Their Highnesses to pay a visit to His Holiness the Pope 






during Their Highnesses’ European tour, and it was with feelings of great joy and thankfulness 
that we read the report of the kind words of enquiry that passed between the Supreme Head 
of the Universal Church and the illustrious Ruler of the largest number of Christians in India. 
May I take the privilege of requesting you, Sir, on this occasion, to convey to His Gracious 
Highness the Maharaja our sentiments of unswerving loyalty and unflinching devotion to His 
Highness and to the Royal House and our deep gratitude for His Highness’s benign solicitude 
for our historic church and community. 

Sir, His Highness was singularly fortunate in obtaining as his trusted minister a 
person of your talents, capacity and experience. It was a great thing for His Highness to 
have obtained the services of one who had already acquired a position of pre-eminence among 
the statesmen and administrators not only of India, but of the whole British Empire- Sir, it 
was nothing but your devotion to His Highness and your desire to help His Highness in the 
realisation of His Highness’s cherished aim to put Travancore on the map of the world, that 
induced you to place at His Highness’s disposal your brilliant talents and your ripe adminis¬ 
trative experience. And within the short time that you have been at the head of the 
administration here, you have made His Highness’s name immortal and added to the glory of 
the State as no one else has done before. The epoch-making Temple Entry Proclamation has 
made His Highness a world figure, and the magnificent statue recently erected in the Madras 
City bears eloquent testimony to the great esteem and admiration in which His Highness is 
held in India. 
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It is not for me, Sir, on this occasion, to dilate on the various administrative acts 
and reforms initiated by you for the advancement of this State and for the increased happiness 
of its people- The part you played in the Temple Entry Proclamation, the establishment of 
the Travancore University and the steps taken by you for the economic development of the 
state, have already earned the universal appreciation of the people. It is in token of this 
appreciation of your golden deeds that the Syrian Catholics of Travancore are giving you 
to-night an address of felicitations inscribed on a plate of gold- 

You also. Sir, like your royal master did not fail to pay a visit to His Holiness the 
Pope, and thus evince your interest in the Catholic subjects of His Highness; and we take this 
opportunity to thank you for your continued solicitude for the welfare of the Catholic Church 
and its institutions in the State. Great indeed is your task, because, great is the ideal His 
Highness has set before him- Difficulties you have had in plenty, and difficulties you may 
have in future; but, the inspiration of the personality of His Gracious Highness, and your 
extraordinary capacity, courage, energy and vision are sure to enable you, with the help of 
Almighty God, successfully to guide the State to its destined goal—the prosperity and happi¬ 
ness of His Highness’s subjects. 

Sir, the real danger at present to the stability and progress of society and of 
every State in the world is the present-day tendency to atheistic communism. The bitter fruits 
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of subversive ideas are menacing every country and every State. Half-baked notions and glib 
slogans are attempting to invade the serenity of our atmosphere and to sap the foundations of 
the social order and of all that we deem sacred. The challenge to constituted authority is in 
the spirit of the times. The Catholic Church has never ceased to battle against this great 
menace to religion and to the State; and I am sure, Sir, that the State will be serving itself by 
aiding the Church in its work of stemming the advance of this subversive movement- It 
should never be forgotten that without Divine authority, every guarantee of conscience is at an 
end. When the Moral Law fails, peoples, families. States and civilisation itself must all perish. 
It is therefore the duty of all who believe in God and who believe in spiritual and moral values 
to join battle with this menace to religion, to the stability of the state and to the true happiness 
of man. Sir, the Catholic Church, possessing as she does the experience of centuries and 
holding as she does principles which have stood the test of ages, will, under the wise guidance 
of His Holiness the Pope, never cease to use all its moral force to fight against this scourge of 
atheistic communism and to maintain respect for constituted authority, without which stable 
government is impossible. And it is highly encouraging to us that you have on more 
occasions than one expressed your appreciation of the co-operation of the Catholic Church in 
the working of furthering the steady and orderly progress of the State. 


Sir, you have now attained the age of sixty, and today you can look back with ^ 

legitimate pride to a life full of achievements, which few ludians can claim. The spheres of u 
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activity in which you engaged yourself with unrivalled brilliance are so diverse, and the 
positions of trust and responsibility which you held with conspicuous success are so numerous 
that, to the average man, your career is a marvel. A profound scholar steeped in the 
knowledge of the different languages of the world—in Sanskrit, Latin, English, French, Tamil 
and other languages —a public speaker of the first order, a lawyer and jurist of outstanding 
ability, a statesman of far-reaching foresight, you are indeed a versatile genius and a celebrated 
son of India. Your youthful energy and your dynamic personality infuse life into all those 
that come into contact with you. At the age of sixty, when most men feel worn out, you are 
as vigorous as a man of thirty, and you are perhaps even now the most hard-worked officer 
in the State. 

Your Shashtiabdapoorthi is an occasion for general jubilation for all sections of 
the people. There is perhaps not a single taluk in the State which has not contributed some 
permanent monument to commemorate the occasion. Sir, on account of the congestion in the 
existing schools in this locality, an English High School was a long-felt need of the place, and 
it was very kind on the part of the Director of Public Instruction and of the Government to 
have granted me permission to open an English High School here; and I am particularly 
thankful to you, Sir, for kindly giving me permission to name it “ The Sachivottatna 
Shashtiabdapoorthi Memorial English High School”, which will be a perpetual memorial of 
this happy event and of your abiding and deep regard for us. I beg to take advantage of this 
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occasion, with you* kind permission, Sir, to request M. R. Ry. T. Kerala Varma Koii 
Thampuran Avl, to lay the foundation stone of the Sachivottama Shashtiabdapootthi 
Memorial English High School. 1 beg also to mention my sincere thanks to him for the ready 
response to my request to be present here to lay the foundation stone of this institution. 

Myself and Their Excellencies my Brother Prelates are particularly grateful to you, 
Sir, for having afforded us the honour of welcoming you personally into our midst and 
offering you our hearty congratulations and most sincere felicitations. 

May God Almighty vouchsafe to you in yet more plentiful measure His choicest 
blessings and grant you long life, health and happiness. 
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THE ADDRESS 


Sadhivottama sir C. F.. Rjmaswamy Aiyar, K. C. i. Ii., LL D., 


DEW AN OF TRAVANOORK. 

We, the Syrian Catholics of Travancore, beg to offer you our most heart-felt 
'felicitations and good wishes on the happy occasion of your Shashtiabdapoortbi. 

It is, indeed, a very happy coincidence of events that the day after the Birthday 
of our beloved Maharaja, we should have been able to celebrate the Shsishtiabdapoorthl of 
His Highness’s illustrious Dewan. Your abiding devotion to His Highness the Maharaja and 
your determination to give your best for the realisation of His Highness’s cherished aim to 
make this an ideal State, have made Travancore as dear and near to you, as it is to a son 
of the soil. 

The fact that all parts of the State and all communities are celebrating your 
Shashtiabdapoorthi with unparalleled zeal and enthusiasm bears ample testimony to their great 
appreciation of your administration. The part you played in the epoch-making Temple Entry 
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- r,/C.T'~ >i> r ■> i Ti ft i«. oa 1- ferine m men and we (nay assure you, Sir, that as a toi in oni’^ 
which .nas seen and •*> i.itn w Ifi be working in its humble 'way for the uplift Or the backward 
classes, believing as it coes m the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of man. we 
appreciate m a special manner the beneficial effects of that reform wort' / ’cog inscribed 
in fetters of gold- The steps taken by you for the reorientation of tic cd jc-ut r»l w t.r 
and for the economic reconstruction of the State are sure to produce far-reaching results, /is 
members of a religious body which inculcates respect for constituted authority, cad which is 
definitely opposed to communism and similar sinister movements, it is our duty-to exoress on 
this occasion our appreciation of your efforts to guide the State to evolve on the patn of 
steady and orderly progress. 

Sir, we are celebrating tc-day the Shashtiabdapoorthi of one. who, besides cerng 
our Dewan, is an illustrious, son of India. Your exceptional proficiency both in the Westc n 
and the Indian literature, your wide travels and your dose contact with many a master-mine; 
of the West and of the East, have contributed to form in you a personality which, while being 
essentially Indian in its idealism, is equally Western in its realism. It is a remarkable instance 
of a happy blending of the East and the West, Providence has brought tills land of ours 
from ages past into close contact with Western culture, and the civilisation that is being 
gradually built up is sure to make this a land of destiny which will no doubt play its part in 
the formation of the New India. And when we promise you, Sir, our fullest co-operation in 
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your endeavours for the of this idea*-, we are assuring you the cooperation of an 

ancient community which can claim to have substantially contributed to the economic, 
educational and moral advancement of this State and which has ever been and will ever remain 
second to none mi ks iovalty to the Person and Tbi;?«e of His Highness the Maharaja. 

That God may mercifully bestow upon you His choicest blessings and grant you 
long life,' health and happiness is the devot prayer of 


Your ffiends, well-wishers and, admirers,- 

The Syrian Catholics of Travancore. 


Trivandrum, 
16—11—1939. f 





1 rlE REPLY 

1 H2 Devrse rising to reply to the toast proposed and to the address given spoke 
as follows:— 

four Graces, Your Lordships. Rev. Sirs, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I do not know how to express the feelings of thankfulness and of profound 
jatisfaction that I am experiencing at this moment when a lavish entertainment and such 
■ O’ ehing tributes have been showered on.me and such a memorial of my services to the State 
has been inaugurated. I am deeply thankful, moreover, for the kind, ail too kind, and 
fauering words which have emanated from Your Grace, words which I regard more in the 
nature of an incentive and a stimulus to further work than as wholly deserved by me for such 
ach'evGnient and such work as it has fallen to me to do. 

There is one matter on which you spake at sonic length and with a feeling and 
clarity which I cannot sufficiently admire, namely, the words which you used while referring 
to His Gracious Highness die Maharaja of Travancore. You pointed out that during many 
centuries—indeed millenia—the Rulers of Travancore had made it a point to see that all 
communities, creeds, and all religions flourished, according to their several dispensations, within 




the State. That great tradition of religious tolerance which has been the unique heritage of 
the Maharajas of Travancore the present Maharaja has inherited, and is developing in an 
abundant measure. I think—if I may say so without impertinence—that every word of 
appreciation and tribute uttered by persons in your exalted position is of inestimable value and 
great encouragement. 

Rev. Sirs, I am, as the head of this administration, especially grateful to the 
representatives of the Catholic Church for your support and promise of support, for your 
encouragement and the hope of encouragement. I read in your words much more meaning 
than appears on the surface. Sirs, I have been a diligent student of your ecclesiastical history 
and an admirer of the Papacy as an institution that subserves to the general human craving for 
authority and direction in the conduct of life. I am a devoted adherent of my own faith, but 
I have held it to be my duty to study reverently all that has been achieved by your Church in 
the making of the ancient and the modern world- Those of you, friends, who may not be 
aware of the contribution that the Catholic Church has made to the human civilisation, may 
not also be aware of the manner in which that Church has stood throughout the ages for 
stability, for strength, and for faith, and charity. It was your great Redeemer that said on a 
memorable occasion to Simon Bar Jona who was called Peter, "Thou art Peter, and upon this 
rock I will build my church” ; and the church that was built by Peter and strengthened by 
Paul has continued with growing strength, with undiminished vigour, unto this day. 










it is my duty to refer to two or three great men who have profoundly influenced the 
Catteolk faith and practice. One of them is St. Benedict; he brought into the world the 
ideal of social service, the combination of manual labour and agricultural work with 
study and devotional exercises, what amounted to the union of self-abnegation with actual 
social service amongst the poor and the lowly. Work of another type was done by 
that great Revivalist St. Francis of Assissi who emphasised by himself and through his fratres 
mioores, love for children, animals and flowers, that all-embracing love which has made the 
weds of St. Francis of Assissi an abiding possession of humanity apart from the religious aspect 
v/h's work- Then came sterner men like St- Dominic and Ignatius Lovoia for whom the 
Pope issued the Bull Regimini Midlands Ecclesiae that originated the great Jesuit Order, like 
Catholic Saints have always been the exemplars of learning, faith, charity and social service in 
the extreme degree. That lias been their history ; and—you not only have ancient examples 
— from St. Peter and St. Paul, through SS. Augustine, Benedict and Francis, Pope Innocent 
111 and Leo XIII down to Cardinal Newman. The spirit is the same amongst those now 
living--I shall not mention names. 

It would be wrong on my part, speaking to an audience not composed 
wholly of the followers of the Catholic faith, to forget or to ignore, or to seem not to 
realise, the criticisms levelled against the organised Catholic Church, as it has been levelled 
in this connection against the Encyclical Mirari vos, the Syllabus of 1864 and the 







excepting sympathy, and so much of the criticism which such demonstrations might ordinarily 
arouse will be beside the point. 

You have spoken of the tolerance exhibited in this State. The State will be 
m; i n 0 '(-if it discriminates between religion and religion, or between community and 
i 2 l i , r r notion is to hold the balance even between all communities and ail religions, 
m is vvitL that duty that Kis Highness has been charging successive administrators. This 
1 <i>t to v <1' be failing in that trust if he betrays that command. 

Mention has been made of certain acts, Like the Temple Entry Proclamation. The 
part I played in such acts is that of an executant of His Highness’s policy. I have said more 
chan once how the part played by His Highness and Her Highness the Maharani was epoch- 
making, And what did it mean ? It meant the same thing for India that the great reformers 
of all great Churches have sought to do for their faiths and theirs countries namely, the uni- 
versahsation of the faith and a process of levelling up and levelling down—levelling down not 
m orde- :o -fake the people descend lower, but the giving up of the superiority complex 
racking people humbler. That was the message preached by Jesus Christ, and by the Prophet 
b. uh.ir'cd. That was the matter on which our ancients concentrated ; but we lost the impulse 
for a time. Mow we have regained it, not only regained, but translated it into actual practice. 
To do so, certainly required strength, resolve, determination, courage. His Highness had these ; 
and the result was the Temple Entry Proclamation. 
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You have referred to other administrative acts too, like the reorganisation of 
Education, the founding of the University, the Transport and Electrical schemes and other 
economic measures, I thank you for those generous references, but I feel that, in this State, 
.if private bodies, organised groups of people, work together with one-pointed ideals, great 
things can be achieved. I am never weary of saying tbat this country possesses infinite 
material resources ; it enioys nature’s bounty ; it possesses an alert and intelligent population. 
It needs a little more coherence, more consolidation, and the avoidance of the present 
heterogeneousness, and the creation of homogeneity. Let that be done, so that many 
more things can be achieved and this country can stand as an exemplar to the world. 

Sirs, it is not for nothing that the Rulers of Travancore call themselves “ Sr2 
Padmanabha Dasa ” The idea is the same as that underlying the expression “ servos 
servorum Dei ” The ideal is the same. It is with that ideal, and under the inspiration of 
Rulers who have such ideals, and who have inherited most wonderful traditions, that we work 
in this State And, in that work, the promise of support that you have made, the words of 
encouragement you have kindly given expression to, are of great value, particularly because 
you have got a close-knit organisation ; you have some power over your congregation for good 
ends. You are not like some other religions which unfortunately have lost the faculty and 
power of effectively influencing the thoughts, the feelings, the aspirations, and the ideals of the 
people. Having the faculty and the w r ill to use it your place in the world is assured. 
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The Rig Veda, our most ancient Scripture, three thousand years ago, embodies a 
prayer that is both timely and appropriate, and with that I conclude :— 


?mi f$m i! 


s ‘ He gives us insight, He gives us strength, Him all beings worship. His shadow 
life, His shadow is death. To Him the Unknowable let us offer our worship ” (Cheers). 
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VATICAN RADIO BROADCAST, 8-30 P. M. (INDIAN STANDARD TIME). 

6TH PEBRUARY 194 0. 


.1. RAISE he to Jesus! [This is the Vatican way of greeting). An illuminative 
display of co-operation between Church and State in Travancore has been reported by His 
Excellency Dr. Mar Ivanios, Archbishop of Trivandrum. The Ruling Prince of Travancore 
is an ally of the King of England Sachivottama Dr. Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar, the Chief 
Minister of the State, completed the 60th year of age, and in honour of that event the 
Catholics of Travancore gave a Reception to the Chief Minister at the Residence of His 
Excellency Archbishop Mar Ivanios. In proposing the Toast in honour of the Distinguished 
Guest, tiie Archbishop recalled the cordial relations that have all along subsisted between the 
Holy See and the Ruling House of Travancore, and referred, in particular, to the visit of the 
Most Illustrious Ruler and the Minister to Pope Pius XI of Happy Memory. His Excellency 
further adverted to the unbroken traditional loyalty of the Catholics of the State to the Royal 
House, who throughput the centuries has been noted for tolerating all Religions, The 
expression of these sentiments of appreciation and cordiality was responded to by the Chief 
Minister, a Statesman of ripe experience and profound learning, by a speech in appreciation 
of the contribution of Catholicism to civilisation. He spoke as follows:—(The speech 
was broadcast £ n extenso). 




Th^ Wembers o| th? Sacmvottama Shashtiabdapoorthy 


Syrian Catholic Ceiebration Committee 
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TR AVAN CORE NATIONAL ANTHEM 

God save Our Maharaj 
Long may he live 
May Heaven with bounty large 
All blessings give. 

Keep him in peace and wealth 
In strength and power 
God guard his life and health 
From hour to hour. 
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